[Chronic pulmonary thromboembolism diagnosed on the basis of characteristic mosaic patterns on lung computed tomograms].
We report on a 59-year-old woman who presented with characteristic findings on lung computed tomographic (CT) scans and was therefore suspected to have chronic pulmonary thromboembolism. She visited our hospital because of worsening exertional dyspnea over the preceding year, and because she was dissatisfied with an earlier diagnosis made by another institution. Chest roentgenograms disclosed nonhomogeneous hyperlucency in both lungs associated with linear and bundle shadows, dullness of the right costophrenic angle, and dilatation of the descending branch of the right pulmonary artery. The patient experienced moderate hypoxemia even at rest. Pulmonary function tests demonstrated a restrictive ventilatory pattern associated with reduced diffusion capacity. The lung CT scans disclosed a mosaic pattern of attenuation in the lung parenchyma, which probably reflected scattered areas of low perfusion. The unique characteristics of such CT findings drew our attention to chronic pulmonary thromboembolism as a possible diagnosis. We eventually confirmed the diagnosis on the basis of enhanced CT scans, pulmonary perfusion and ventilation scintigrams, and digital subtraction angiography. In our view, chronic pulmonary thromboembolism should be kept in mind as a possible differential diagnosis of the mosaic patterns of attenuation on lung CT scans.